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KING STEPHEN'S WATCH. 
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Ava UN T1 ye wiſe, diloyal berg. 


Who think a monarch DAY do wrong 


Pl prove, in every rebel's ſpite, . * Fr 
fees Ev? n all he touches muſt do right. a | 


% 9 


King Stephen preſented a Watch to one of his courtiers, * ; 
 ycleped 'Sm==r, ＋ condeſcended to regulate it with his own =. 
royal hands. Sm=t being in a promiſcuous company, enquiry 
was made after the hour of the day. Watches were drawn out, 
| when the differences were marked) and conſiſted, as uſual, in 
the variation of ſome minutes, from one to ten or b6fteen. The 
$ royal watch alone was before the foremoſt an hqur and a half, and 
was conſequentiy reprobated as heretical. S , however, in- 
5 ſiſted that his was right, and muſt be * debe * by 
8 5 ae e Cee. &c,- RS 
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1 | SEE ©, King Stephen was a worthy peer, 5 


Au brecches lt him hatt 5 cron. 
I)] which a watch this Kigg did wear, 


All in a fob of fuſthan brown. 
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3 « Heavens?” cries Dean M LIl Ts in ſage amaze, 
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tch, and worn in Stephen's days!” 
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This anecdote we do not read, „ 
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113 Baker, Hollingſbed, or Het. 
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Matches, when firſt invented ſeek em 
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5 In brother Trufler's Vado Macum. 
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Jou interrupt my pen. 1 
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699 
9. rude to ſtop a ſtaunch old tory = 22 
; Thus at 8 out- ſet of his ſtory. 0 | 
If other folks me tripping catch, i | 
About King Stephen and his watch, | 
I ; my prudently ſhould wink, 1 ween; - | 
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You—a grave Churchman, nay a 99885 * 
With watch in fob, as firſt 1 faid, | 
Fiog Stephen ſirutted 0 er * | 


And met a courtier a, yet _— 
z + * 
With foretop high, and ante ? & 


"NEE loins, his ham- * 3 . 


: Pho crouch'd, and Rverch'd his beak before, 
1 * 
| 8 gooſ approac king a W 0 20 
0 Hold up thy head, 95 King Stephen cried, 


9 | 5 | « And walk a while at our left tide. 


1 
Ca 
si courtier! of our courtly 1 1 (LE . 
We hold thee, the moſt gallant bet . 
Nor is there any dune we know, LN Tb Ie . 
Who ſpeaks ſo ſinooth, or bows ſo low'; 8 1 5 
Whether from nature, or from art, . | 
Yet ſure we a are thou pen hy par. 85 2 
Here, ke this watch, we ve ſet it ſo, : gy 
To tell thee Ren: to come and ON | 5 71 | , l 
70 fetch and carry as We pleaſe.” 1 yy 5 4 
| He bod, chen took. it on his knees: _ „ 
Some fix. months afrer (ſcene the face). 5 
With cap in hand our r courtier came IE” 
To meet King, Stephen in his * 5 by 4 „ 


| When, as fit pretuge 2 more alk, 
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The King ſid, 7 corner TEAS 5 0 Jelock i 
The courtier, in 1 his true blue frock, 
Making a moſt obſequious fide, 


| Produc'd his watch with humble pe? oh 
And, in a foft and den tone, | 


Cried, « « Sire, tis half an hour paſt one.” 


1 Paſt _ odds body,” faid the " 


£20 *Beſhrew and] tis not much paſt cight.” : 


[ 


« Is is not near his noon-tide height, ; 


 Givn by the very beſt of. Kings; TT 


40 Leck at che fun, * tis no fuck thing, 5 


NY My Liege, reply me N creature, 
60 1 reſt upon my regulator 5 8 5 "$6 


This beſt of. watches, beft of things, 
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13 ever preſent to wy view; 5 


N The fa” * err—It muſt be true. 5 


+4 : 
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O ne'er hall wy diſloyal eyes I 8 


Truſt yon ae time. piece of the Kies; 


That fun— thank him Tar his light, 


It ſhews me this x more e ſplendid fight, 155 | 


This pledge of your c refolgent favour: 5 


But let not the: vain thing e endeavour „ 


To ſhine the ruler of my time 3 


Vo, gracious Sire, both eve and prime 


Your gife ſhall regulate my motions, | 


u meals, ſecretions, nay. devotions. 


And way. you, Sire! {which Heaven arid) 


"With vac dread Erben F | my being end, 
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ir Cn nl 
If cer my faith ſo far ſhould fanlter, 
| As dare the week you ſet, to alter ! 
Which, like its donor, day and ht 
| Still tick-tacks obſtinately right; : 
| Whoſe every wheel diſdains Fa run, 
Directed by yon factious ſun ; 
And goes, my Sovereign, I aſſure ye, 
| As wa de fade, as de jure.” ; n 
King Stephen ſmil'd, and „ . 
« Troth, thou haſt taken the right de; 


Wy The ſun's a whig Cas Pm a ſinner, 


Bas time to dreſs and go to dinner.“ 


